October 22, 1975 


Mr. David S . Lifton 

11318 1/2 Dorothy Street 

Los Angeles, California 90049 

Dear David, 

Please forgive the delay in responding to your letter of 
September 30th. For the past three weeks I have been working 
frantically on James Earl Ray's appeal brief. I finally finished 
it last Thursday, after going an entire week on three hours sleep 
a night, which, for me, was entirely not enough. 

My present status is that I have taken on way too much pro 
bono work and can't afford to take on any additional cases without 
insisting _ on payment in advance. As matters stand now, my wife and 
I are rapidly exhausting our small savings and have not yet been 
able to pay the hospital for the birth of our daughter. I cag't 
let matters go on like this, and won't. 

Since you didn't give me any details on the nature of your 
FOI requests, I can't really determine whether they would conflict 
with any that Harold has asked me to handle. However, since there 
is a . mutual antagonism between you, I would imagine that it would 
be wisest for me not to get sandwiched in the middle . 

I'm not familiar with the holdings of the courts in the L.A. 
area on Freedom of Information Act suits, so I can't really judge 
whether it is better for you to sue out there or here in D.C. 

That is, from the point of view of whether you are most likely to 
succeed out there or here. The D.C. courts" are generally thought 
to be good on FOI suits and are more familiar with the FOI Act than 
courts elsewhere, but on assassination information requests, therr 
record has been largely bad. From a financial standpoint, you're 
better off in L.A. 

As for a D.C. lawyer, I understand Mark Lane is living here 
now and heard several months ago that he was planning to file an 
FOI suit on JFK assassination materials. I've heard nothing further 
since that time, however. Bud Fendterwald aiio handles FOI "silts 
on this subject, as you know. 

Sincerely yours , 


Jim Lesar 



